Sociology 163 – Education and Society
Summer 2016
Mondays-Thursdays, 10:45-12:45
Professor Leslie R. Hinkson

Car Barn 301
Phone : (202) 687-3504

lrh27@georgetown.edu

Office Hours: 
Tuesdays, 2:30-4:30 PM, or by appointment. (Car Barn 209-08)

Course Description

Schooling is a particular institutional form for educating and socializing young people. In this course, we will examine the social aspects of education and schooling in the United States; the interaction between home, society, and educational institutions; the ways that social inequalities are reproduced or ameliorated through schools; and the ways that identities are formed through education. 

What role do schools play in society’s system of stratification? The core concern of the Sociology of Education as a field of inquiry is the role that schools play in relation to a given society’s system of stratification. That is the organizing frame for this course. We will review various theoretical perspectives on schools and inequality and then look historically at the evolution of formal education within the United States. We will note the link between schools and societal stratification, addressing how schools both contribute to social mobility and to the reproduction of the prevailing social order by focusing in part on the family and community context of children’s personal and academic development. We will then discuss the outcomes of schooling and how these outcomes are produced. Finally, we will consider sociological perspectives on contemporary education reform. 

Course Objectives

The primary goal of this course is to understand the relationship between education and society. In order to achieve this goal, students will develop the tools necessary to analyze educational processes and practices through the sociological lens, an approach that incorporates individuals, groups, and institutions within its analytical frame. Using both theoretical and empirical texts, we will investigate questions about the role of schooling, the social structure of schools, stratification processes within and between schools, and the outcomes of education. 

Among the many questions we will explore to this end this semester are: 1) How do schools help to maintain and perpetuate social inequality?; 2) How do factors of race, class, and gender affect the educational experiences of students both within and across schools?; 3) And what is the ultimate purpose of education and how can we as a society best achieve this purpose? 

Required Texts

Arum, Richard, Irenee R. Beattie, and Karly Ford. 2015. The Structure of Schooling. (Third Edition)
Eckert, Penelope. 1989. Jocks and Burnouts.
Khan, Shamus Rahman. 2010. Privilege.
Kozol, Jonathan. 1992. Savage Inequalities.

Lareau, Annette. 2003. Unequal Childhoods.
Tyson, Karolyn. 2011. Integration Interrupted: Tracking, Black Students, and Acting White after Brown. 

Course Requirements

Readings

Students are required to come to class prepared to engage with the assigned reading. While it is not expected that students will do a close reading of every single page, students are expected to arrive in class with an informed understanding of the central arguments of the texts in order to facilitate in-class discussion as well as to complete your written assignments.

Attendance and Participation

Attendance is required. More than 3 unexcused absences will negatively affect your final grade. 

Students are also required to contribute to discussion in some meaningful way. This includes speaking directly to the readings as well as delving beyond the text and making connections to contemporary social phenomena.  Those of you who are reluctant to speak in class or who feel they need to up their participation grades can opt to do a 10 minute in-class presentation on a topic to be discussed with the professor. Overall, attendance and participation make up 10% of your grade.

Written Assignments

Reflection Essays

Each week students will have the opportunity to write a 1-page essay reflecting on at least two of the readings for a given class period. Essays should be typed and single-spaced and will be collected at the beginning of class. Students are required to submit 8 reflection essays over the course of the summer session period. Overall, your reflection essays constitute 10% of your final grade. No late reflection essays will be accepted. Also, students are expected to hand in their essays in class. No electronic versions will be accepted.
Educational Autobiography Paper: Due July 28th in class. 

Students will be asked to write a 3-5 page paper on the ways in which their educational histories inform us on the influence of individual biography as well as societal structure and stratification on educational outcomes. Guidelines for completing the paper will be provided by the instructor. This paper will be worth 20% of your final grade. 
Group Work
Dates for group work are listed in your syllabus. You will be randomly assigned to a group and during class on those dates listed as group workdays you will be given tasks to complete as a group. Each group member will have to submit a 1-page report on the dynamics of the group, the division of labor during group assignments, and their individual contributions to the group. At the end of the semester, you will be awarded a group as well as an individual grade for your work on the assigned tasks. This will be worth 15% of your grade.
Exams

There will be a closed-book mid-term exam on Monday, July 25th. It will consist of multiple choice, short answer questions, and a short essay. This exam will be worth 20% of your final grade. There will be a review session planned prior to the exam. There will also be an open-book final exam on August 11th, the last day of class. This exam will be worth 25% of your final grade.
Course Schedule

July 11: Introductions and Theories on Education and Educational Stratification
Mills, The Sociological Imagination, Chapter 1. (Blackboard) 
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:

Introduction, pp. 1-10

Coleman and Hoffer, pp. 60-68
Durkheim, pp. 69-76
Haller and Portes, pp. 33-41

Sorokin, pp. 17-20
Turner, pp. 21-32
Weber, pp. 14-16
July 12: Theories on Education and Educational Stratification (continued)
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Becker, pp. 42-43

Bowles and Gintis, pp. 101-115
Collins, pp. 84-100
Lamont and Lareau, pp. 44-59
DiMaggio, “Cultural Capital and School Success” (Blackboard)
July 13: Equality of Educational Opportunity

Coleman, “The Concept of Equality of Educational Opportunity” (Blackboard)
Hallinan, “Equality of Educational Opportunity” (Blackboard)
Lareau, Unequal Childhoods, pp. 1-32
July 14: Inequality and Class

In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Bettie, pp. 356-365

Reardon, pp. 288-294
Willis, pp. 318-335
Groupwork Day 1: Lareau, Unequal Childhoods, chapters 3-12
July 18: Inequality and Race
U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights. “Data Snapshot: School Discipline.” (Blackboard)
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Carter, pp. 387-404
Coleman, et.al., pp. 136-152.

Fordham and Ogbu, pp. 366-372
Lewis, pp. 419-436
Perry, pp. 437-453
Tyson, Castellino, and Darrity, pp. 373-386
July 19: Inequality – Class and Race
Groupwork Day 2: Kozol, Savage Inequalities
July 20: Inequality, Ethnicity, and the “Immigrant” Experience
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Portes, pp. 728-732

Portes and Zhou, pp. 454-461
Asher, Nina. “Checking the Box: The Label of ‘Model Minority’” in, Race in an Era of Change, pp. 175-188. (Blackboard)

Rivera-Batiz, “Educational Inequality and the Latino Population of the United States” (Blackboard)
Suarez-Orozco, “Globalization, Immigration, and Education: the Research Agenda.” (Blackboard)
Zhou, Min, “Growing Up American.” (Blackboard)

July 21: Inequality, Gender, and Sexuality

Buchman, et.al., “Gender Inequalities in Education” (Blackboard) 

Pearson, et.al. “Adolescent same-Sex Attraction and Academic Outcomes.” (Blackboard)

Tyre, “The Trouble with Boys.” (Blackboard)
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Ispa-Landa, pp. 490-508

Kimmel and Mahler, pp. 582-597

Lopez, pp. 481-489

Pascoe, pp. 509-519

Thorne, pp. 462-469
Midterm Review.
July 25: Midterm
July 26: The Role of Peer Culture
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Coleman, pp. 523-535

Groupwork Day 3: Eckert, Jocks and Burnouts.

July 27: Stratification within Schools
Gamoran, Adam. “Synthesis of Research/Is Ability Grouping Equitable?.” (Blackboard)
Rosenbaum, “The Structure of Opportunity in School.”  (Blackboard)
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Oakes, 259-267
Groupwork Day 4: Tyson, Karolyn. Integration Interrupted. 
July 28: Stratification between Schools 
Attewell, Paul, “The Winner-Take-All High School” (Blackboard)
Condron and Roscigno, “Disparities within: Unequal Spending and Achievement in an Urban School District.” (Blackboard)
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Jencks and Brown, pp. 153-180
Education Autobiography Due in Class
August 1: The Cultural and Institutional Environment of Schools
Coleman, “The Design of Organizations and the Right to Act.” (Blackboard)
In Arum, Beattie, and Ford:
Binder and Wood, pp. 694-708

Brint and Karabel, pp. 650-659

Hamilton and Armstrong, pp. 598-603

Groupwork Day 5: Khan, Privilege
August 2: The Role of the Teacher (and Teacher-Centered Reform)
Alexander, et.al., “School Performance, Status Relations, and the Structure of Sentiment: Bringing the Teacher Back In.” (Blackboard)
Blanchard, “I Quit Teach for America.” (Blackboard) 

Cohen, “Schools Our Teachers Deserve: A Proposal for Teacher-Centered Reform” (Blackboard)

Goldhaber, “Teacher Quality and Student Achievement.” (Blackboard)
Goldstein, “Is Merit Pay a Distraction in the Fight for Meaningful Education Reform?” (Blackboard)

Morris, “From ‘Middle Class’ to “Trailer Trash’: Teachers’ Perceptions of White Students in a Predominantly Minority School.” (Blackboard)
Xu, Hannaway, and Taylor, “Making a Difference?: The Effects of Teach For America in High School.” (Blackboard)
August 3: An Introduction to School Reform and School Organizational Change
Ballantine and Hammack, “Educational Movements and Reform” (Blackboard)
Bazelon, “The Next Kind of Integration.” (Blackboard)
Gamoran, “American Schooling and Educational Inequality: A Forecast for the 21st Century.” (Blackboard)

Linn, “Accountability, Responsibility, and Reasonable Expectations.” (Blackboard)
August 3: School Choice
Chubb and Moe, Politics, Markets, and America’s Schools. (pp. 26-68) (Blackboard)
DeSena, “What’s a Mother To Do?: Gentrification, School Selection, and the Consequences for Community Cohesion.” (Blackboard)

Martinez, et.al., “The Consequences of School Choice.” (Blackboard)
Renzulli and Evans, “School Choice, Charter Schools, and White Flight.” (Blackboard)

August 4: School Funding
Baker, et.al., “Is School Funding Fair?: A National Report Card.” (Blackboard)
Biddle and Berliner, “Unequal School Funding in the United States.” (Blackboard)
Elliott, “School Finance and Opportunities to Learn.” (Blackboard)
Lefkowits, “School Finance: From Equity to Adequacy.” (Blackboard)
Lu, “States sued over education funding.” (Blackboard)
August 8: School Reform No Child Left Behind, and the Common Core
Excerpts from Meier, Deborah and George Woods. Many Children Left Behind. (Blackboard)
NPR, “The Common Core FAQ” (Blackboard) 

Strauss, “Everything you need to know about the Common Core-Ravitch.” (Blackboard)
August 9: Early Childhood Education
Barnett, “The Long-Term Effects of Early Childhood Programs on Cognitive and School Outcomes” (Blackboard)

Entwisle and Alexander, “Entry into School.” (Blackboard)
Kamerman, “Early Childhood Education and Care: An Overview of Developments in the OECD Countries.”  (Blackboard)

Magnuson, Ruhm, and Waldfogel, “Does Prekindergarten Improve School Preparation and Performance?” (Blackboard)

August 10: Summing Up: Educational Reform and the End of Education
Mead, “Learn Different: Silicon Valley Disrupts Education.” (Blackboard) 

Mujic, “Education reform and the Failure to Fix Inequality in America.” (Blackboard)

Partanen, “What Americans Keep Ignoring about Finland’s School Success.” (Blackboard)
Russakoff, “Schooled” (Blackboard)

Final Exam Review

August 11: Final Exam. 
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