Drawing I: Visual Language

Arts 110-20, Summer 2016
Time: 


MTWR 3:15 pm - 5:15 pm
Location:

Walsh 295
Instructor: 

Michael Dowley

Office Hours: 

MTWR 2:30-3:15
Phone:


202-687-7010 (Art/Art History Office)

Email: 


dowleym@georgetown.edu

Course Description

This introductory course is designed to instill a strong basic vocabulary of techniques, terms and materials upon which students build further studies. Line, value, perspective and form are explored in a series of drawing exercises from the figure, landscape and still life using black and white, colored as well as wet media techniques.

Course Objectives: 

Drawing is a major fine art form itself and serves as an invaluable preliminary step for further artistic expression in other media. In addition, it is a useful tool for conceptualizing and recording in other disciplines. Our goal is to develop a solid foundation in basic drawing skills that the student can use for any of these purposes. After completing the course, the student will have: 

· Mastered the basic strategies of drawing from observation

· Experimented with a variety of drawing mediums and techniques

· Acquired a vocabulary of fine art terminology

· Enhanced their appreciation of masterworks in drawing and other mediums

Course Format: 

In each class, a new skill, technique, medium or concept will be presented. Introduction will be through lecture, sample drawings, printed handouts, demonstrations or projected image, and then hands-on personal work will utilize the remainder of class time. In-class assistance will be offered and periodic critiques will allow the student to see their own progress as well as that of their classmates. 

Assignments: 

After exposure to new material in class, students will have the opportunity to complete assignments outside of class, reinforcing the classroom experience at a measured pace, as well as additional opportunities to develop individual expression.

Evaluation: 

At the middle and end of the course, a portfolio of class work and assignments will be turned in. The grade is based on demonstrated understanding of the concept under study, ongoing development of technical skills, development of compositional strategies, and diligence towards class and outside assignments. Attendance and participation weigh heavily in a studio course and will be taken into consideration as well, following the policies outlined below.

Attendance Policy:

It is essential that the student attends each drawing session, brings the materials and tools necessary and is prepared to participate for the entire session. Missed class time cannot be effectively made up and is strongly discouraged. Absences, habitually arriving late or leaving early will negatively influence your overall progress and lower your final grade. More than two absences will lower your grade one letter grade. If four absences are reached (excused or unexcused) the student should withdraw from the class since missing over six classes amounts to missing more than 25% of the course.

Achievement, Grades, and Grading Factors:

Throughout the term, you will be expected to produce a number of drawings that reasonably relate to the number of exercises given during the semester. You should keep all of these in a portfolio (or drawer if available) that I will review two times throughout the term. These reviews will largely determine your overall grade. Additionally, the class will have group critiques and you will be expected to contribute to the discussion in a thoughtful and intelligent manner. 

Grades are not negotiable. If you are concerned about your grade feel free to speak to me on how you might improve your marks and overall standing. Grades are based on completed in-class and out-of-class assignments, class participation, and class attendance. This is a studio class and time in the studio is absolutely necessary. As the instructor, I reserve the right to lower the student’s grade if class participation is not satisfactory. Class participation includes, but is not limited to the following: working on projects in class during studio time, participation in group critiques, paying attention to lectures, demonstrations, and/or films, and general conduct.

Homework/Projects: I will present homework assignments to the class in a timely manner. These will frequently be supported by a demonstration and/or a handout. It is the student’s responsibility to maintain proper organization of his or her materials such that assignment handouts are not lost.  Loosing an instructional handout is not an excuse for a late or incomplete project.

All homework and class assignments are to be completed by the due date or critique date set in this syllabus and/or stated in class.  Late work initially drops a full letter grade for each class beyond the due date. Work handed in more than a week late will not be accepted and the student will incur a “0”.  If a student submits work that is not his or her own (including quizzes), the student will receive a “0” and further disciplinary action may result.  

Grades are based on a point, rather than a percentage, system. Each assignment has a predetermined, maximum number of points you can receive (Such as 10.) Out of that maximum, you will receive a number of points based on how well you have met grading factors (Such as 8/10.) At the end of the term, all points earned on each assignment will be added together and divided by the net worth of all assignments.  From this number, a percentage from 1-100%, is obtained.  This percentage is your semester average and will correspond to the grade categories as defined in this syllabus.

Grading Factors 

Assignments will be graded by the following:

Achievement:  Meeting the goals of each assignment as defined, discussed, and demonstrated in class as well as in the course syllabus.

Technique and Skill:  One’s ability to control the medium currently explored, and technical guidelines followed and improved upon from one project to the next.

Invention and Experimentation:  Students should challenge him or herself technically and conceptually, incorporating different aesthetic ideas and pushing each assignment beyond average solutions.

Presentation of Work:  Presentation of work should be professional and, in general, clean of dirt and grime.  This factor also includes the articulation and quality of your thoughts as you voice them during critiques.

Preparedness, Punctuality, and Use of Class Time:  Having all necessary supplies ready at the start of class.  Use class time wisely to complete projects and have all assignments complete by each scheduled due date or critique

Other factors:

Refinement of aesthetic concerns:  How well each student expands his or her visual vocabulary and fluency.

Grades on quizzes: On occasion, the class may be given a short quiz that address key issues that have been discussed.

Patience and Persistence:  How hard you work. 

Overall Attitude and Cooperation

Extra Credit:  Extra credit may be offered during the semester.  Only if work is satisfactory, i.e. it addresses and shows development and/or it demonstrates experimentation, skill, ambition, etc., will it strengthen your grade.  A grade will not be given for each work of extra credit submitted, nor will it replace assigned work.  But it will be to your advantage to submit, as it will demonstrate a certain commitment to your own development and with this a degree of persistence and discipline that will ultimately result in a strengthening of your final grade.

Studio Use: 

Students are responsible for studio clean up after each class, including leaving drawing surfaces clean, discarding trash and stowing personal materials and supplies. Each student will be assigned a flat file drawer to store materials in during the semester; after the final exam period all materials must be removed promptly. In addition to regularly scheduled class meetings, students are encouraged to use the drawing studio when it is available. A schedule of when the drawing studio is in use for classes is posted on the bulletin board. 

Materials: 

18 x 24 Newsprint pad (rough or medium texture)

18 x 24 Drawing Paper Pad, 80lb, ~24 sheets (Strathmore is a good brand)

A minimum of 4 – 6 pieces of higher quality drawing paper (Arches cover, Strathmore, etc.) *to purchase as needed throughout the course

A package of soft, compressed charcoal (Char-kole or Generals brand) 4-5 sticks

1 box or package medium Vine Charcoal

Charcoal pencils:  (1 each of the following) hard or medium, soft, extra-soft

Drawing pencils: (1 of the following): 4B, 2B, 2H

Drawing pencils (cont.) (2 of the following): HB

1 Speedball pen holder and Speedball pen nibs (pick two of the following): C-3, 99, 512

2 round or filbert synthetic nylon “watercolor” type brushes, short handle (around size 1 and 8)

2 Black (Blue or other Dark Color) Sharpie markers - regular thickness (not ultrafine)

Large kneaded eraser

Mars plastic eraser

18” ruler

X-Acto Knife 

Artist’s tape (whiter and less sticky than regular masking tape)

Blending cloth (Chamois cloth)

India Ink or any permanent Waterproof black artist’s ink; Speedball or Higgins are good brands

Spray fixative

Small metal pencil sharpener

Cardboard portfolio to store paper and drawings (large enough for your paper 
(ie, larger than 18 x 24”)

Tackle or toolbox container to store art supplies (such as ArtBin)

Small plastic palette with wells
**** Make sure to label all of your supplies!

Course Schedule: TBA Our course will include drawing from observation both indoors (drawing indoors from various objects, ourselves and other human figures, and weather permitting, outdoors.  Students will also visit two local galleries (GU’s gallery included) to complete short written observations of artwork. 
