Summer 2015, Syllabus
Aesthetics 
Instructor: Andy Blitzer

 (ajb89@georgetown.edu)

Description
This course is an issues-based introduction to aesthetics and the philosophy of art.

Textbook
Arguing about Art: Contemporary Philosophical Debates (3RD Edition), edited by Alex Neill and Aaron Ridley.  (New York: Routledge, 2008). 

Please purchase this online.
Office Hours

Thursdays, 4:30-5:30 (and by appointment), 2nd Floor of New North
Grades
[25%] Take-Home Midterm

[35%] Take-Home Final
[20%] Weekly Short-Response Papers (300-500 words)
[20%] Participation
Grading Key
A/A-: ‘A’ range assignments are excellent. They  (I) display a sophisticated understanding of ideas under discussion,  (II) make an original or interesting point, (III) provide a clear and compelling argument, and (IV) are elegantly written. It is difficult, but by no means impossible, to produce work this good.
B/ B+: ‘B’ range assignments are very good. They display a grasp of, and thoughtful engagement with, the arguments and positions under discussion, and begin to explore their implications. They are organized, on-topic, and well-written.
B-/C+: Assignments in this range are decent.  They exhibit familiarity and engagement with the material, but commit at least one academic sin, a sin such as:
· Failing to answer the question 
· Impenetrable unclarity 
· Excessively sloppiness 
· Superficial reasoning.
A grade in this range assignment is a red-flag. It indicates that the student's work has significant room for improvement.
C-D level assignments commit several academic sins.
F: An ‘F’ assignment is plagìarized (either in whole or in part), does not engage with the material, is well short of (or well over) the suggested page length, or cannot be understood.
Appealing Grades
If you believe that your work deserves a grade different from what it received, you may petition for reconsideration. Such appeals must (I) be made in writing, (II) be submitted within one week of the return of the assignment, and (III) make a case for reconsideration. Most appeals will not result in a change in the grade, but please note that if a change is made, it may be to either a lower or a higher grade. 
Attendance
Attendance is mandatory. If you miss more than three classes, your participation grade will automatically drop to F.

Academic Honesty
According to the student handbook:
Without regard to motive, student conduct that is academically dishonest, evidences lack of academic integrity or trustworthiness, or unfairly impinges upon the intellectual rights and privileges of others is prohibited. A non-exhaustive list of prohibited conduct includes: cheating on exams and other assignments, committing plagiarism, using false citations, submitting work for multiple purposes, submitting false data, falsifying academic documentation, abuse of library privileges, and abuse of shared electronic media. 

Please review the honor code:

· http://bulletin.georgetown.edu/regulations6.html

Don't cheat. If you need help on something, just email me. I want you to do well!
Academic Help
Academic Resource Center
“The Academic Resource Center offers an array of academic support services, including study skills workshops, individual consultations, and tutoring in introductory courses, such as foreign languages. Study skills workshops are offered during the fall and spring semesters and are tailored to focus on a particular topic, such as time management, test-taking strategies, and handling the college reading load. If a student is experiencing challenges with their coursework, they are encouraged to consult with an Academic Resource Center administrator who will be able to address their individual needs and outline a plan of action.”

· http://academicsupport.georgetown.edu/
· Leavey Center, Suite 335

Writing Center
“The Georgetown University Writing Center is a free resource open to all enrolled Georgetown students. Graduate and undergraduate students trained in teaching writing are available to assist you at any stage of the composing process. Whether you are just beginning to brainstorm or revising a later stage of your work, our goal is to provide a collaborative center for the discussion of writing. Rather than simply proofreading papers for errors, consultants work to help individuals improve their own critical thinking, revision, and editing skills.”
· http://writingcenter.georgetown.edu/
· Lauinger Library 217A, next to Midnight Mug

Health Help
Student Health Center

“The health center is staffed by Family Practice faculty physicians and nurse practitioners with particular training and experience in college health, and who are dedicated to providing high quality health care.”
· http://www3.georgetown.edu/student-affairs/health/index.html
· Ground Floor, Darnall Hall 

Counseling and Psychiatric Service
“CAPS offers a broad range of psychological and psychiatric services that attempt to balance the unique needs of individual students with the broader demands of a diverse campus community.  Accordingly, in order to best serve the needs of our campus at large, open-ended or extended psychotherapy and medication maintenance services are limited and cannot be routinely offered.  Such service offerings are based on staff availability and student need.”

· http://caps.georgetown.edu/
Health Education Services
“Health Education Services is comprised of health professionals who are available to help students deal with a range of personal health issues, including pregnancy, alcohol and drug use and abuse, adult children of alcoholics, eating disorders, sexual assault, relationship violence, stalking, sexual health, stress management, and general health promotion. In addition, Emotional Intelligence is an area of interest and expertise for the staff of Health Education Services.  All services are individualized, confidential, and free for students, unless otherwise stated.  Staff members are also available to facilitate training and educational programs in these areas.”

· http://www3.georgetown.edu/student-affairs/healthed/staff.html
(Tentative) Reading Schedule
6/1 (Introduction, no reading)

6/2 Telfer, “Food as Art”
6/3 Korsmeyer, “The Meaning of Tate and the Taste of Meaning”
6/4 Davies, “Authenticity in Musical Performance”
6/8 Young, “The Concept of Musical Performance”
6/9 Lessing, “What is Wrong With a Forgery?” 

[1st Short-Response Due]
6/10 Dutton, “Artistic Crimes”
6/11 Scruton, “The Decline of Musical Culture”
 [Midterm Distributed]
6/15 Gracyk, “Music’s worldly Uses, or how I learned to stop worrying and to love Led Zeppelin” 
[Midterm Exam Due]
6/16 Carlson, “Aesthetic Appreciation of the Natural Environment” (on Blackboard)
6/17 Carroll, “On Being Moved By Nature: Between Religion and Natural History”  [2nd Short-Response Due]
6/18 Budd, “Models of Nature Appreciation”
6/22 Scruton, “Photography and Representation”
6/23 Lopes, “The Aesthetics of Photographic Transparency” 
6/24 Phillips, “The Real Challenge for an Aesthetics of Photography” 
[3rd Short Response Due]
6/25 Walton, “Fearing Fictionally”
6/27 Neill, “Fiction and the Emotions”
6/30 Carroll, “Why Horror?”
7/1 Levinson, “Erotic Art and Pornographic Pictures”

 [4th Short-Response Due]
7/2 “Transcript of a Hearing to Decide the Future of Tilted Arc”

 [Take-Home Final Distributed]
7/7 (No Class) [Final Exam Due]
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